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stance, Lafayette), suddenly startled, after year and day,
by huge grapeshot tumult, stares not less astonished at it
than Peter Klaus would have done. Such natural-miracle
can Lafayette perform; and indeed not he only but most
other officials, non-officials, and generally the whole French
People can perform it; and do bounce up, ever and anon,
like amazed Seven-sleepers awakening; awakening amazed
at the noise they themselves make. So strangely is Freedom,
as we say, environed in Necessity; such a singular Somnam-
bulism, of Conscious and Unconscious, of Voluntary and In-
voluntary, is this life of man. If anywhere in the world
there was astonishment that the Federation Oath went into
grapeshot, surely of all persons the French, first swearers
and then shooters, felt astonished the most.

Alas, offences must come. The sublime Feast of Pikes
with its effulgence of brotherly love, unknown since the
Age of Gold, has changed nothing. That prurient heat in
Twenty-five millions of hearts is notfcooled thereby 5 but
is still hot, nay hotter. Lift off the pressure of command
from so many millions; all pressure or binding rule, except
such melodramatic Federation Oath as they have bound
themselves with 1 For Thou shalt was from of old the condi-
tion of man's being, and his weal and blessedness was in
obeying that. Wo for him when, were it on the licst of
the clearest necessity, rebellion, disloyal isolation, and mere
I willy becomes his rule! But the Gospel of Jean-Jacques
has come, and the first Sacrament of it has been celebrated:
all things, as we say, are got into hot and hotter prurience;
and must go on pruriently fermenting, in continual change
noted or unnoted.

* Worn out with disgusts/ Captain after Captain, in Roy-
alist mustachioes, mounts Ms war-horse, or his Boainante
war-garron, and rides minatory across the Bhine; till aJ